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Addendum to Review of Important Open Space, Frontages and  
Local Green Spaces 
 
A Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection against 
development for green areas of particular importance to local communities.  Parish 
and Town Councils, through Neighbourhood Plans, can identify green areas of 
particular importance to them for special protection as Local Green Spaces.  By 
designating land as a Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out 
new development other than in very special circumstances. 

 
The NPPF identifies that the Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate 
for most green areas or areas of open space and should only be used where:  
 

 The green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it 
serves;  

 The green space is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 
particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or 
richness of its wildlife; and  

 The green area is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 
  

The proposed designation of spaces must be based on evidence to demonstrate why 
the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance.  Blanket designation of all/most green areas or open space within 
an area is not appropriate. 
 

The National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) asserts that sites nominated by the 
public for Local Green Space need to meet the NPPF criteria.  Whether to designate 
land as Local Green Space is a matter for local discretion. 

 
 
It is considered that most areas of open space in Rutland will already have some 

RLP42 - Green infrastructure, sport and recreation and RLP43  Important open 
space and frontages. 
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Executive Summary 
 
This review of Important Open Space and Frontages updates the initial review 
undertaken in 2010. This document will form part of the evidence base for the 
Local Plan and the findings will be fed into the Site Allocations and Policies 
Development Plan Document.  
 
The study reviews existing Rutland Local Plan 2001 designations; sites put 
forward by Town Councils, Parish Council  and Parish Meetings in the 2010 
review; and sites put forward through the Site Allocations and Policies Issues 
and Options Consultation in September 2011. Additional sites identified on 
site investigations have also been included within this study. These reviews 
were undertaken between March and May 2012 via a mixture of desktop 
based assessments and site investigations.  
 
Using the same methodology to the previous 2010 review, the criteria (1-7) 
set out in the Rutland Local Plan 2001 was used to assess each site. All sites 
which were situated outside of the planned limits of development were 
excluded on the basis that they are classed as countryside and beyond the 
scope of this study. 
 
In the previous review sites such as allotments and sports grounds were 
excluded as they are protected through Core Strategy policies, however 
following the Site Allocations and Policies Issues and Options consultation it 
was clear that this was not a preferred option in terms of protecting the 
character and setting of these areas. Therefore these sites have been re-
assessed through this review. 
 
The study aimed to determine whether: 
 

 Existing sites can still be deemed as important and whether the sites 
are open spaces or frontages; and 

 To identify new potential sites, including those identified in the previous 
review and the Site Allocations and Policies Issues and Options 
Consultation, via both a desktop assessment and site investigations. 

 
Taking this into account the study has: 
 

 Reviewed a total of 507 sites; 
 Identified 260 existing Important Open Spaces/Frontages within the 

Rutland Local Plan 2001; 
 Proposed to retain 217 and remove 43 existing sites in the Rutland 

Local Plan 2001;   
 Proposed that 115 sites be added; and 
 Proposed that a total of 331 sites should be taken forward as part of 

the Local Plan. 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Open spaces and frontages are an integral part of the built environment and 

contribute significantly to the relationship between buildings and to the 
character of a street, area or the physical environment of the settlement as a 
whole.  

 
1.2 Rutland is classed as the most rural county/unitary authority in England and 

Wales, consisting of 2 towns and 52 small villages. The open spaces within 
these villages and the two towns help create and add to the rural character by 
affording views into the countryside; provide the setting and relationship 
between buildings and providing openness to the settlement. These open 
spaces also add to the distinct character of a settlement and there removal 
could dramatically alter the character and setting of buildings of a village or 
town.  It is therefore important that the value of these open spaces is 
safeguarded. 

 
1.3 Important frontages can include stone walls, high hedges, a belt of trees or 

other features of significance to the character of an area or settlement. Their 
disruption would often adversely affect this character and their retention is 
therefore important.  

 
2. Purpose of the Study 
 
2.1 A review of Important Open Spaces, Frontages and Green Corridors was 

undertaken in August 2010. This current review will update that report 
following the Site Allocations and Policies Issues and Options consultation. 
This review also provides detailed comments upon the reasons for the 
decisions made for each identified site. 
 

2.2 This study reviewed the sites designated as Important Open Space and 
Frontages within the Rutland Local Plan 2001. The Rutland Local Plan 2001 
w land use changes and 
evolution of the county a number of previously important sites may no longer 
warrant this classification. 

 
2.3 In addition to the sites identified in the Rutland Local Plan 2001 new sites, put 

forward by parish councils in the 2010 review and through the Site Allocations 
and Policies Issues and Options Consultation in September 2011, were also 
reviewed. Whilst the review was undertaken if additional sites of importance 
became apparent these were also included within the study. 

 
2.4 Whilst, green corridors were considered in the 2010 review, this latest update 

does not cover them. Green Corridors are defined within the eview 
of Open Space, Sport, Recreation Facilities and Green Infrastructure in 

. 
riverbanks, cycleways, rights of way and disused railway lines. Their primary 
purpose is to provide opportunities for walking, cycling and horse riding 
whether for leisure purposes or travel and opportunities for wildlife migration
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These areas are often found both within the Planned Limits of Development 
(PLD) and also outside the PLD. This study only investigates areas within the 
PLD, therefore it is concluded that this study is not appropriate to identify 
Green Corridors. It is also identified that the purpose of Green Corridors and 
their identification is different to that of an important open space or frontage 
and would require a different criteria for identification to that being used in this 
study. 

 
2.5 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in March 

2012 and introduced a Local Green Space Designation. This designation can 
be used by local authorities to identify sites for safeguarding, as these sites 
would be protected by the green belt policies within the NPPF. This is a new 
designation and consultation would need to be undertaken with all relevant 
stakeholders. Therefore this study does not identify sites which are suitable as 
a Local Green Space. 

 
2.6 This work will form part of the evidence base for the Local Plan, and the 

findings will be fed into the emerging Site Allocations and Policies 
Development Plan Document (DPD). 

 
3. Methodology 
 

Sites considered 
 
3.1 Sites identified for consideration as an important open space or frontage 

were: 
 sites designated as Important Open Space and Frontages within the 

Rutland Local Plan 2001; 
 sites put forward by town councils and parish councils/meetings in the 

2010 review;   
 additional sites put forward through the Site Allocations and Policies 

DPD Issues and Options Consultation (Question 19 in the consultation 
response form); and 

 additional sites identified whilst conducting the assessment. 
 
Assessment or sites 
 

3.2 Important open space and frontages have previously only been identified 
within the planned limits of development. Any land situated beyond said limits 
would be deemed as open countryside and therefore the additional 
designation as important open space is not considered necessary or 
applicable. Therefore all sites which were outside the planned limits of 
development were excluded. 
 

3.3 In the previous review sites such as allotments and sports grounds were 
excluded as they are protected through Core Strategy policies, however 
following the Site Allocations and Policies Issues and Options consultation it 
was clear that this was not a preferred option in terms of protecting the 
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character and setting of these areas. Therefore these sites have been re-
assessed through this review. 
 

3.4 The remaining sites were then assessed following the 7 criteria originally set 
out within the Rutland Local Plan 2001. The criteria within the Rutland Local 
Plan 2001 was found still to be relevant and no issues were raised in regards 
to this during the Site Allocations and Policies Issues and Options 
Consultation. A site must accord with at least one of the 7 criteria to be 
considered for retention or addition. The 7 criteria are: 

 
 

1. Is of intrinsic environmental value by virtue of its landform, 
vegetation and tree cover. Or the presence of any special features 
such as streams, ponds, important wildlife habitats and walls. 

 
2. Enhances the attractiveness of the town or village setting when 

viewed from surrounding land, particularly the approaches to the 
built-up area.  
 

3. Affords views and vistas out of and within the town or village 
important to its character and attractiveness.  

 
4. Is transitional or peripheral land which should remain open to 

preserve the form and character of the town or village. 
 

5. While not in itself or particular environmental value, is an 
essential feature, possibly in conjunction with other areas, in 
creating the overall character and attractiveness of the town or 
village. 

 
6. Is an essential element in the street scene, important to the form 

and character of the town or village in terms of the relationship of 
buildings and structures one to another, to other areas of open 
space and to natural features e.g. trees 

 
7. Is important in the contribution it makes to the setting of a 

building or group of buildings, or important natural features.  
 
 

3.5 To identify if sites accorded with these criteria a mixture of both desktop 
assessments and site investigations were undertaken. Once these sites had 
been assessed the reasons and justifications to retain, add or exclude were 
noted and broken down into a table for each town/village. These tables can be 
found in appendix 2. 

 
3.6 Upon assessment of all sites two sets of maps were produced. The first set of 

maps, which can be viewed in Appendix 3, places all sites into one of the 
following categories: 
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 Retained sites:    Sites which were currently designated in the Rutland 
Local Plan 2001 as an Important Open Space or 
Frontage and upon review are still considered to 
accord with one or more of the seven criteria and are 
therefore deemed as important. These have been 
highlighted green on the insert maps in Appendix 3. 

 
 Proposed sites:  Sites identified by the local parishes; through the Site 

Allocations and Policies DPD Issues and Options 
Consultation; or additional sites highlighted through 
the process. These have been highlighted red on the 
insert maps in Appendix 3. 

  
 Removed sites:   These include sites which were identified in the 

Rutland Local Plan 2001 but on re-assessment do not 
accord with any of the seven criteria thus rendering 
these sites redundant as Important Open 
Space/Frontages. These have been highlighted 
yellow on the insert maps in Appendix 3. 

 
3.7 The second set of maps can be viewed in Appendix 4 and show the final sites 

which are proposed to be retained or added as an Important Open Space or 
Frontage. 
 

3.8 During the assessment of these sites it was noted if the site was either an 
important open space or important frontage. This identification will allow the 
council and local community to differentiate between the two types of 
designation; this has been mapped accordingly. This information is included 
within the tables in Appendix 2. 

 
3.9 

the towns and villages shown in the maps in Appendix 3 and 4 are those 
proposed by the council as part of the Site Allocations and Policies Preferred 
Options DPD (2012). These are to be considered separately to this review of 
important open space and frontages and may be subject to further change. 
 

4. Findings 
 
4.1 Table 1 below provides a breakdown of the total number of sites investigated; 

the total number of sites to be included; number of sites which are proposed 
to be retained from the Rutland Local Plan 2001 or added from the additional 
sites identified; and number of sites which are proposed to be removed from 
the Rutland Local Plan 2001 or excluded additional sites. The detailed 
reasoning and justification for the decision on each site can be found in the 
tables within appendix 2. 
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Table 1. Breakdown of Important Open Space and Frontages in the towns 
and villages 

Total 
sites  

Total 
included  

Retained /Added  Excluded 
source -  
Rutland 
Local 
Plan 2001 

source  
parish/ 
consultation/ 
RCC 

source 
Rutland 
Local 
Plan 2001 

source  
parish/ 
consultation/ 
RCC 

Ashwell 

Ayston 

Barleythorpe 

Barrow 

Barrowden 

Belmesthorpe 

Belton 

Bisbrooke 

Braunston 

Brooke 

Burley 

Caldecott 

Clipsham 

Cottesmore 

Edith Weston 

Egleton 

Empingham 

Essendine 

Exton 

Glaston 

Great Casterton 

Greetham 

Hambleton 

Ketton 

Langham 

Little Casterton 

Lyddington 

Lyndon 

Manton 

Market Overton 

Morcott 

North Luffenham 

Oakham 

Pickworth 

Pilton 

Preston 

Ridlington 

Ryhall 
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Seaton 

South Luffenham 

Stamford 

Stoke Dry 

Stretton 

Teigh 

Thistleton 

Thorpe-by-Water 

Tickencote 

Tinwell 

Tixover 

Uppingham 

Wardley 

Whissendine 

Whitwell 

Wing 

Total 507 331 217 115 43 132 

 
4.2 Table 2 provides a snapshot of the changes proposed in this document, it 

notes the number of important open spaces and frontages within the Rutland 
Local Plan 2001; how many of these existing sites are proposed to be 
removed; the total number of additional sites proposed and the overall total 
number of important open spaces and frontages to be taken forward in the 
Site Allocations and Policies Development Plan Document. 
 
 
 
Table 2. Shows the overall breakdown of Important Open Spaces, Frontages 
and Green Corridors in Rutland 

 
Existing Important Open Spaces/Frontages 
as designated within the Rutland Local Plan 2001 

260 

Sites removed from Rutland Local Plan 2001 designation 43 

Proposed new sites 115 

Total sites to be taken forward in the LDF 
331 

 
4.3 These final recommendations have been mapped by town/village and can be 

viewed in appendix 4. Important open spaces and frontages were drawn 
differently to allow the council and local community to differentiate between 
the two. Frontages are identified by a green coloured line and open spaces 
are identified by a green coloured area on the map. It is proposed that the 
sites identified in this review are recognised as important open spaces or 
important frontages within the Site Allocations and Policies document.  
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Appendix 1 - Glossary 
 
 

Title Abbreviation Description 

Development 
Plan Document 

DPD Document subject to independent examination, 
which will form part of the statutory 
development plan for the area.  Part of the 
Local Development Framework. 

Important 
Frontage 

 Important frontages can include stone walls, 
high hedges, a belt of trees or other features of 
significance to the character of an area or 
settlement. 

Important Open 
Space 

 An identified open space which provides 
character to the area it is within and/or provides 
a setting to a building(s), which should be 
protected and retained. 

Local Green 
Space 

 Green areas of particular importance identified 
for special protection. A designation which was 
introduced in the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

Local Plan  The Local Plan is the plan for the future 
development of Rutland and consists of a 

  
National Planning 
Policy Framework 

NPPF 
planning policies for England and how these 
are expected to be applied. 

Planned limits of 
development 

PLD This compromises of the curtilage of properties 
which form the main built up part of the 
settlement. These boundaries are currently 
defined within the Rutland Local Plan 2001, but 
have been separately reviewed in 2012 
(Review of Planned Limits of Development, 
June 2012) and will be taken forward through 
the Site Allocations and Policies DPD.  

Rutland Local 
Plan 2001 

 This document was adopted in 2001 and sets 
out the policies for the control of development 
and the use of land and to allocate areas for 
specific purposes. This document has 88 saved 
policies as of September 2007 and has in part 
been superseded by the Core Strategy. 
However this document remains part of the 
statutory development plan until it is fully 
superseded by the emerging Site Allocations 
and Policies development plan document. 
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Title Abbreviation Description 

Site Allocations 
and Policies  
DPD 

 A development plan document to be prepared 
by the Council in order to identify specific sites 
for development and set out detailed 
development planning policies.  

Statutory 
Development 
Plan 

 The statutory plan that provides the basis for 
determining planning applications.  Comprises 
the Core Strategy and other Local 
Development documents adopted by the local 
authority.  

 
 



 

Appendix 2 -  

Tables identifying the justification for retention, addition or exclusion of sites 

as Important Open Space/Frontages for towns and villages  
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All sites assessed maps for the town and villages 
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APPENDIX 4 
 
Final maps for the towns and villages 
 




















































































































