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1. Introduction
1.1 The value and significance of Local
Green Spaces
Green spaces make important contributions to
the character of rural towns and villages and are
integral elements of Neighbourhood Plans,
policies for protecting the natural environment
and reinforcing local distinctiveness and sense of
place. Green infrastructure networks also act as
valuable wildlife habitats and ecological
corridors, promote greater biodiversity and
make visual and other sensory contributions to
the character of the place.
Local Green Space designation is a way to
provide special protection against development
for green areas which are valued and have
special significance to local communities. This
offers communities the opportunity to identify
areas of green space which are of value to them

because of the wildlife they are home to, their
beauty, their cultural or heritage significance,
the tranquillity they provide or their recreational
value. In essence, Local Green Spaces must be
unique in the benefits they provide to local
communities.

1.2 How to use this guide
Part 2 of the guide firstly sets out the process of
designating a Local Green Space and the
implications of Local Plans and development
sites.
Part 3 of the guide helps communities to
understand Local Green Space criteria and the
process of identifying, auditing and mapping
green spaces as an integral part of their
Neighbourhood Plans.

“… A Local Green Space can be generally defined as a managed or more natural space,
which is either publicly accessible and / or provides visual amenity. These areas would
also normally be fairly self-contained with clearly-defined edges and local in character
and scale”.

2. Neighbourhood Plans and Local Green Spaces
2.1 Process of designating a Local Green
Space
Local Green Spaces can be identified and
designated through the Local Plan or through
Neighbourhood Plans to ensure they are
considered in the context of other possible land
uses and community needs. Formal designation
of land as Local Green Space will only occur once
the Local Plan or Neighbourhood Plans are
adopted. These plans can identify on a map
(‘designate’) green areas for special protection.

Process of designating a Local Green Space

The proposed designation of spaces must be
based on evidence to demonstrate why the
green area is demonstrably special to the local
community and holds a particular local
significance. Blanket designation of all/most
green areas or open space within an area is not
appropriate. Most green spaces will also not be
appropriate for designation if the site has been
allocated for a land use, has been granted
planning permission or is protected through
other legislation and policies.
The flowchart below illustrates the process for
designating green areas as Local Green Spaces.

2.2 Local Plan and development sites
By designating land as a Local Green Space local
communities will be able to rule out new
development other than in very special
circumstances. However, promoting the
designation of Local Green Space is not a way of
preventing development that already has
planning permission. Exceptions can be made
where the development will be compatible with
the reasons for designation or where planning
permission is no longer capable of being
implemented. Existing or proposed site
allocations (e.g. in the Local Plan) should also be
identified which is likely to exclude that site from
consideration for designation as Local Green
Space.
In Neighbourhood Plans, a policy specific to Local
Green Space could make clear that development
should not encroach on such spaces, or set out
where limited development may be allowed to
enhance the use of the space. Design policies
could ensure that development adjacent to Local
Green Space provide active frontages, to provide
natural surveillance. Such policies could also deal
with the scale and character of development.
Sites adjacent to Local Green Space could also be
allocated for complementary development, for
example to provide community facilities
associated with the recreational or sports use of
the space. This caveat will allow development
where it is compatible with the use of the land as
a Local Green Space – such as sports related
development, café or allotment sheds.

“ … There is also an opportunity to designate a
Local Green Space on previously developed land
that now act as green or open spaces”.

3. Identifying Local Green Spaces
3.1 Local Green Space criteria
Local Green Space criteria may differ between
settlements depending on their physical size and
population. According to the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) the Local Green Space
designation will not be appropriate for most
green areas or open space. The designation
should only be used:
 where the green space is in reasonably close
proximity to the community it serves;

Based on the NPPF and National Planning Policy
Guidance criteria (see Further Information), this
section provides a checklist for identifying
potential Local Green Spaces in terms of their
size and extent, public access, Public Rights of
Way, and public ownership. It also outlines how
to determine Local Green Space’s special role
within the community in terms of supporting
evidence, the wildlife they are home to, their
beauty, their cultural or heritage significance,
the tranquillity they provide or their recreational
value.

 where the green area is demonstrably
special to a local community and holds a
particular local significance, for example
because of its beauty, historic significance,
recreational value (including as a playing
field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;
 where the green area concerned is local in
character and is not an extensive tract of
land.
These criteria are not specific – they do not
give set distances or areas, but act as guidance
which should then be interpreted at a local
level.
“… Local Green Space designation may be useful in identifying
green space of value to the community in conservation areas”.

Size and Extent
Although Local Green Spaces cannot be an
extensive tract of land, smaller parts can be
included if they fulfil relevant criteria. As a
general rule of thumb, larger areas of the open
countryside and long-distance green ways/river
corridors are not considered appropriate for
Local Green Spaces designation.
 Does the space feel local in character and
scale and how has the size of the site been
decided?
 Does the site follow natural features or
existing constraints?
 How large is the site in comparison to other
fields; groups of fields; areas of land in the
vicinity etc?
 Does the site serve the whole village, a
particular geographical area or group of
people?
 Does the proposed space have clearly
defined edges?
 How does the site connect physically,
visually and socially to the area?
 Does the site feel extensive? Does the site
surround all or part of village/local area?
 Provided land can meet the criteria at
paragraph 77 of the NPPF, there is no lower
size limit for a Local Green Space [NPPG
para. 16].

Public Access
Other land could be considered for designation
even if there is no public access (e.g. green areas
which are valued because of their wildlife,
historic significance and/or beauty).
 Local Green Space sites should be physically
or visually accessible in some form.
 The public needs to have access to at least
‘view’ these more sensitive green spaces but
do not need to have full physical access for
those sites to be considered for their special
historic value, beauty, or wildlife value.

Public Rights of Way
Areas that may be considered for designation as
Local Green Space may be crossed by public
rights of way. However, there is no need to
designate linear corridors as Local Green Space
simply to protect rights of way, which are
already protected under other legislation [NPPG
para. 18].
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Public Ownership
Local Green Space does not need to be in public
ownership. However, to ensure the owner’s
support for the designation, the Local Planning
Authority or the qualifying body should contact
landowners at an early stage about proposals to
designate any part of their land as Local Green
Space [NPPG para. 19].

3.2 Special role within the community
For a site to be designated as Local Green Space,
it needs to be unique or one-of-a-kind and can’t
be easily created elsewhere within a reasonable
distance, such that it can still serve the ‘local
community.’
This section outlines the key considerations for
determining Local Green Space’s special role
within the community in terms of supporting
evidence, the wildlife they are home to, their
beauty, their cultural or heritage significance,
the tranquillity they provide or their recreational
value.
Evidence
Supporting evidence is essential to demonstrate
why the green area is special to the local
community and holds a particular local
significance.
 Is the proposal to designate the space
supported by the Parish Council, local
community groups or individuals,
community leaders (e.g. ward members,

County Councillors, MPs etc), or other
groups?
 Do you have supporting evidence (e.g.
photographic evidence, wildlife reviews,
headcount data, letters of support,
petitions, surveys etc.)
Beauty
Designation also depends on the site’s intrinsic
value as well as its contribution to the wider
setting and/or its contribution to the
surrounding landscape character and townscape.
The analysis should also consider the way green
spaces are enclosed, and the visual and other
sensory contribution they make to the character
of the place.
 Is the space covered by other landscape or
townscape designations? (e.g. Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty or Conservation
Area)
 Visibility: Is the site easy to see from a public
place? Are there any long distance views of
the site? Are there views of the site from
any key locations?

“ … Designation also depends on the site’s intrinsic value as well as its
contribution to the wider setting and/or its contribution to the surrounding
landscape character and townscape”.
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Historic Significance
Neighbourhood Plans provide a long term
‘spatial vision’ for the future but in historic
places are also deeply rooted in the past.
People, places and events all contribute to
shaping a sense of place. Does the proposed
space or elements of the space therefore have
any local historical significance?
 Are regular events held on the site which
could not take place elsewhere in the local
vicinity?
 Are there any recognised historical or
archaeological features on site?
 Does the site link back to a historical person
or event?
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 Does the site contribute to an important
historical setting?
 Has the site, in its current form, retained its
historical features and boundaries?
 Did the site play an important role in the
historic development of the village or town?
 Does the site bring interest from further
afield to the local area?
 Is the site used in tourism brochures?
 The land should provide a setting for, and
allow views of, heritage assets or other
locally-valued landmarks.

Recreational Value

Richness of Wildlife

Well used and unique recreational areas can
also meet the Local Green Space criteria. What
variety of recreational activities does the space
support?

Wildlife value establishes the space’s role in
habitat creation, whether it forms part of an
ecological corridor, has important landscape
features and supports biodiversity in the area.

 It may be the only facility of its kind in the
local area or the district.

 Does the proposed space support
irreplaceable habitats such as ancient seminatural woodland and veteran trees?

 It may be the only area of open space that is
large enough to provide a particular sports
facility or use.
 It may offer a unique combination of
facilities and/or uses that would be difficult
to duplicate elsewhere.

Tranquillity
Green spaces are also special if they act as
tranquil oasis for the community. Is there a
feeling of remoteness or quiet contemplation
for the majority of the site? Green areas could
include land where sports pavilions, boating
lakes or structures such as war memorials are
located, allotments, or urban spaces that
provide a tranquil oasis. [NPPG para. 13]

“ … Local Green Space designation could protect the wider
space around Tree Protection Orders or protected hedges,
where such spaces meet the criteria”.

 Does the proposed space function as part of
a wildlife corridor or green infrastructure
enabling the dispersal of species of flora and
fauna?
 Does the proposed space include a
significant area of semi-natural or natural
priority habitat?
 Does the proposed space include a
combination of important landscape
features such as Ancient Hedgerows,
Ancient Woodland, Veteran trees, pockets
of woodland and wildflower meadow.
 Does the proposed space support a unique
and or diverse range of wildlife (e.g.
evidenced by records, ecological surveys
and/or expert advice).

3.3 Community-led audits and mapping
Rutland County Council works closely with
Neighbourhood Plan groups to identify potential
Local Green Spaces and also understand how
these spaces connect spatially to wider green
infrastructure networks and ecological corridors.
Through ‘community walkabouts’ an audit can
be undertaken of green infrastructure and
potential Local Green Spaces in the area. This
allows the sharing of the local community’s
knowledge of local flora and fauna, natural

features, and linkages to other open spaces and
Public Rights of Way networks. One approach
could be to have a large map of the town or
village on display at a community event and ask
people to nominate their important green
spaces.
Historic characterisation work can also reveal
historic development patterns, how green
spaces in an area have evolved over time, their
relationship to the setting of heritage assets, and
the visual and other sensory contribution they
make to the character of the place.

“ … the linear green feature of Langham Brook is an important characteristic of the village as winds through the
heart of the historic medieval core and connects a number of Important Open Spaces”.

Infrastructure audits
This involves assessing and critically evaluating existing green spaces in the area in terms of:
what there is, location (geographical distribution), type of space (purposes), quality of the
facility, movement, amenity value and other relevant considerations (Source: Locality, 2017).

Barrowden and Wakerley Neighbourhood Plan
A cross border plan across a wide area of the
Welland Valley in Rutland and East
Northamptonshire. Barrowden has one of the
highest proportion of green spaces of Rutland’s
villages from the historic village green which is
the focal point of the community to the
recreation ground and allotments, and other key
spaces which are integral to the historic
settlement’s pattern, character and identity.

A detailed spatial plan of both Barrowden and
Wakerley villages was developed to understand
the built form, green and blue infrastructure,
and the relationship between the two villages
and the wider landscape setting of the Welland
Valley.

“ … Potential Local Green Spaces were mapped across the area to identify linkages with
other open spaces and views through or beyond the settlement which are valued locally”.

Oakham Neighbourhood Plan
Oakham, the main market town of Rutland has a
number of Important Open Spaces such as Cutt’s
Close park encompassing the grounds of
Oakham’s medieval Castle and All Saint’s Church
which make important contributions to the
inherited character of the historic core.
There are also a number of important ecological
corridors often following watercourses such as
Barleythorpe Brook and the River Gwash
connecting green spaces to wider networks of
green and blue infrastructure including Rutland
Water. The town began has expanded rapidly
into its rural hinterland creating new Important
Open Spaces and amenity greenspace which also
have the potential to be designated as Local
Green Spaces.

“ … Green spaces such as this pocket park are
valuable public spaces within the historic core”.

“ … This local park plays an important role in community cohesion for new
neighbourhoods in Oakham North and also helps to integrate the area with
the village of Barleythorpe”.
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